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t h in~s ,  the presence of a well-qualified assistant is necessary-a p r y  
cailtlon apparently neglected in the fatal case occurring recently In 
Chelsea, as the operator was only aware of the condition of the patient 
after the operation was concluded, thk inhalation having been continued 
until that time. C .  M. BROWNEI~L, M.D. 

East Hartford, Conn., April 26, 1852. 

CATECHlSM FOR MRS. WILLARD. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical nnrl St~rg ica l  Journal. 
SIR,-AS Mrs. Willard has announced herself as the discoverer of one 
of the greatest principles in ~)l~ysiology, she has placed lierself in a posi- 
tion to be catechized as well as criticized ; she is bound, not only to 
prove the proposition she has made, but to answer all o6jections which 
can be made to lie against it. Many propositions, which are fallncious, 
are easily proved when no objections are cousidered. Such appears to 
be the case with the theory wl~ich attributes to the lungs, the chief mo- 
tive power of the circulation. 1 wish to propose three questions, which 
I should like to have &In. Willard or some of her follotocrs answer. 

I .  Where is the motive power of the circulation in those cluses of 
animals whicli have no lungs, such as the fishes, molluscs, crtlstacea, in- 
sects, rndiata, verlnes, &c. ? 

. 2d. Where is the motive power in the fcetus i11 utero, when the lungs 
have no peculiar part in the circulation ? 

3. Where is the motive power in the fcetus or embryo, before the lungs 
are formed at all, and the heart is tlie only centre ? 

I f  these queries can be satisfi~ctorily answered, Mrs. Willard's hy- 
pothesis may become a scientific fact, but not, before. 

Rochester, N. Y., April 28, 1S52. M. M. ROGERS, M.D. 
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Analysis of Physiology.-A second edition of a condensed view of the 

rnost important facts and doctrines i n  the delightful and instructive science 
of Physiology, is before the public, from the press of Messrs. Lindsay & 
Blakiston, by John D. Reese, M.D. The author first announced himself 
with this work in 1547, since which hc has been constantly improving the 
text by new and important facts. Physiology cannot stand still. Every 
day is adding to the mass of material already accumulated, modifying our 
former views, and further illustrating the economy of nature, At no pe- 
riod, therefore, can it be said with truth that there is nothing more to ex- 
plore in that direction. Philosophers have successfully traced life from its 
first dawnings, through all periods, to its extinction in death. There is a 
point, however, not yet inspected-a secret never divulged, and which 
seems to defy the scruliny of human sagacity, viz., how it begins. 11 is 
admitted, without argument, that all our knowledge of the globe we inha- 
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